
THE YEAR IN BERKELEY  
by Zach Groff 
What a year. In 2015, DxE made a statement at odds with most of the animal 
rights movement: activists should come together in one place, not spread out. 
And that place should be Berkeley. It’s only been a year since we started meeting 
with city council members, arranging a lease, and setting up activist houses in 
Berkeley. Since then, groundbreaking things have happened. 

The future of animal rights in Berkeley (and around the world, of course) is 
bright. Here is to an ever-growing movement and to other cities, states, and 
nations drawing inspiration from the growing movement. 
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U.S. RESOLUTION 

Motivated by a DxE open 
rescue, the city became 
the first to condemn the 
Yulin dog meat festival. 

The city, with a large 
Chinese population, 

showed solidarity with 
Chinese activists and 

took an implicit stance 
against killing animals 

for "food."

MAJOR PROTESTS ON A  
MONTHLY-BASIS 

From a disruption of 
Berkeley’s famed 
“sustainable food” Chez 
Panisse to a 100+ person 
march to ban fur to the 
repeated shut downs of 
supermarkets' grand 
openings, protests for 
animals were everywhere in 
Berkeley this year. 

ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 
DEFEAT ATTEMPTS TO              
SHUT DOWN ARC 

The Berkeley city attorney 
attempted to evict ARC with 
a list of spurious lease 
violations. Activists rallied, 
chalked, and stormed the 
council meeting to defeat 
political repression. 

VIOLENT EVENTS BECOME 
REGULARLY STIGMATIZED 

With many protests any 
given month, events 
centered around violence 
against animals now rarely 
occur without a good 
disruption. 

BIGGEST US CITY TO                  
BAN SALE OF FUR 

The Berkeley City Council 
voted to ban the sale of fur 
products, with every 
member of the council 
voting for some version of 
the ban. The ban should set 
up San Francisco, Boulder, 
and other cities for similar 
measures. 

MAYOR ASKS FOR MORE 
LEGISLATION 

Following PETA’s granting of 
a Compassionate City 
Award to Berkeley City 
Council following the fur 
ban, Berkeley’s progressive 
Mayor Jesse Arreguin 
publicly welcomes future 
ideas for animal-friendly 
legislation.

NEW ACTIVIST 
HOUSES 

Ahimsa, Aquasentience, 
Tree House, Casa Anti-

especista, Chicken Coop, 
and more take root in 
Berkeley as common 
housing for people 
fighting for animal 

liberation.

6+

COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

DxE opened the Berkeley 
Animal Rights Center 
(ARC), a community 

center for animal 
activism located 

prominently in downtown 
Berkeley.
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ANITA KRAJNC: A HERO FOR OUR TIME 
Story and drawing by Leslie Goldberg 

Witnessing the suffering animals and making an 
effort to help is not a job for the weak-of-heart. Yet 
it is our moral duty, argues animal rights hero, Anita 
Krajnc (rhymes with “heinz”). 

“We have a duty to come as close as possible [to 
the suffering of others] and help,” she said over the 
phone from Canada. “We have to change society 
that says it’s OK to look away.” 

Krajnc, who was recently acquitted by a Canadian 
court of “criminal mischief” for giving water to pigs 
on their way to slaughter, is the co-founder of Pig 
Save, an international grassroots network 
dedicated to raising public awareness to the 
exploitation and cruelty toward animals, 
particularly animals raised for food. 

She holds a PhD in political science from the 
University of Toronto and is a former college 
professor. She now works full-time as an animal 
rights organizer. Members of Save utilize direct 
action, by actually going to places of violence and 
bearing witness. 

Overcoming our tendency to hide from atrocity is 
key to achieving animal liberation, Anita said. 

Indeed, probably most, if not all, animal rights 
activists have heard from carnists who say, “Don’t 
tell me about the animals, I can’t stand it!” or “I 
already see so much suffering in the world, I can’t 
take anymore.” 

“I say to them, ‘Either you love animals or you  
don’t,’ ” Krajnc continued. “If you love someone, you 
come closer when they are suffering.” 

For the last eight years, Save members in Toronto 
have stood vigil three times a week in places of 

violence, such as slaughterhouses. As a result 
Krajnc said she has seen the animal rights 
community bloom in Toronto. Over 100 sister Save 
groups have been formed all over the world. 

The act of personally witnessing the pain of 
animals first hand tends to change people. “Bearing 
witness to these atrocities has been the most 
important thing in my life,” Krajnc said. “Once you 
have been there in real time, you become way more 
outspoken. You become more courageous in 
insisting that people should go vegan, not just cut 
back.” 

And, for activists, just watching videos or movies of 
animal suffering doesn’t quite do it.  “Activism 
doesn’t take place sitting behind a computer 
screen,” said Krajnc. 

Beyond bringing awareness and encouraging 
activism, Krajnc hadn’t been able to do much to 
help the animals whose suffering she witnessed. 
That all changed on a hot day in June, 2015. As 
Anita and her Pig Save group were bearing witness, 
standing on a traffic island near the Fearman Pork 
Inc.’s slaughterhouse in the Toronto area, a truck 
carrying panting, extremely distressed and 
dehydrated pigs stopped in front of the island. 

Activist Andrew Sharo with pigs in a sanctuary. 
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In defiance of the driver who told her to stop, she 
began to give the pigs water from a plastic bottle. 

“If they are thirsty, give them water,” she quoted 
scripture to him. 

“They’re not people, you dumb frickin’ broad,” he 
responded, ignoring her pleas that he show 
compassion. 

The driver then called the police while Krajnc 
suggested she would call Jesus. Ultimately she 
was charged with criminal mischief which carried a 
penalty of up 10 years in prison as well as up to 
$5,000 in fines. On May 4 of this year, a judge 
dismissed the case.   

Following the verdict Krajnc expressed gratitude to 
her two vegan lawyers and to the judge who 
allowed jurors to hear testimony from animal 
behaviorists on pig sentience and intelligence. The 
jury also viewed videos of the horrors of the 
conditions under which most animals who are 
raised for food suffer, as well as actual pig 
slaughter. 

“Some of the jurors were openly crying in court,” 
Krajnc said. 

Standing outside the courthouse, Krajnc, her family 
and her supporters celebrated the court’s decision 
to acquit. “Compassion is not a crime!” she 
declared. 
 

THE YEAR IN OPEN RESCUE 
By Michael Goldberg 

In the year since the 2016 Forum, DxE has 
significantly increased the number of Open Rescue 
investigations the animal liberation network 
initiates each year. Results of two Open Rescues 
were made public in 2015, then upped to six in 
2016. These investigations of farms where animals 
are raised for food were covered in major national 
media including the New York Times, Washington 
Post, Huffington Post and ABC Nightline. 
  
Now DxE is on track to release the results of at 
least 12 Open Rescue investigations in 2017. Here 
is a rundown of what DxE has done since the last 
Forum. 

JUNE 2016 

ABC Nightline aired a segment on DxE’s rescue of 
three dogs – Oliver, Lao and Pao – from a dog 
meat farm in Yulin, China. The dogs now live happy 
lives at homes of animal rights activists. 

Oliver in his happy new home. 
JULY 2016 

DxE, with the help of former Bay Watch star 
Alexandra Paul and Last Chance for Animals 
founder Chris DeRose, rescued a pig, Miley, from 
one of California’s largest pig farms, Hormel’s 
Farmer John farm. DxE found deplorable 
conditions at Farmer John including anti-biotic 
resistant bacteria in open wounds on some of the 
pigs. 

Alexandra Paul rescuing Miley from a Costco farm. 
OCTOBER 2016 

DxE found conditions at a cage-free Costco 
Wholesale egg supplier, Pleasant Valley Farms in 
Farmington, CA, every bit as ghastly as at caged 
facilities. Extreme crowding; toxic air; dead and 
rotting chicken bodies among the living hens. One 
hen, Ella, was rescued and taken to an animal 
sanctuary. 
  
NOVEMBER 2016 

DxE blew the lid off Jaindl Turkey Farms, the 
company that supplies turkeys to the U.S.  
President each year for Thanksgiving. Stories on  
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DxE’s investigation ran in the Washington Post, 
the Huffington Post and other media. Among the 
horrors at the farm were turkeys cannibalized by 
other turkeys. One bird, Avery Harika, was rescued. 

Activist Tiffany Walker with Avery. 
DECEMBER 2016 

DxE found dying piglets left to starve or be 
trampled to death at a North American pig farm. As 
is standard at most pig farms, sows at the farm 
spent most of the year in either gestation or 
farrowing crates so small they could not turn 
around or move. One piglet, Madison, was rescued 
and now lives at an animal sanctuary. 

JANUARY 2017 

 DxE investigators took a virtual reality film crew 
from Condition One with them to a so-called 
‘humane’ egg farm, Sunset Farms of Petaluma, CA, 
and found bloody eggs, birds in illegal cages that 
violate a 2015 California law that mandates that 
birds be able to turn around and extend their wings 
without touching other birds or the sides of their 
living space. Activists rescued a bird they named 
Ava. 

Ava, healing towards a happy life in a sanctuary. 
FEBRUARY 2017 

DxE investigators found inhumane conditions at 
Rainbow Farms in Denair, CA, a “Certified-Humane” 

cage-free farm that supplies eggs to Safeway. The 
farms own records indicated that 125 birds had 
died in a single day from ‘piling,’ where birds are so 
confined they crowd on top of each other and birds 
are crushed to death. A hen, Scarlett, was rescued. 

Hens crammed in a supposedly humane egg farm. 
MARCH 2017 
DxE took part in the world's first coordinated open 
rescue with activists from three other countries: 
Canada, Denmark and Germany. A video about the 
four Open Rescues was released on March 5th to 
mark the inaugural International Open Rescue Day. 
DxE rescued two hens from an egg farm in 
Northern California. Chloe and Maya were starving 
and defeathered when DxE investigators found 
them. The birds were living in confinement at a 
cage-free egg farm with thousands of other birds. 
Every day, they had to fight for food, water, and 
safety. They had never been outside or breathed 
fresh air. But DxE rescued them to a safe place. 

APRIL 2017 
DxE activists made numerous visits to Morning 
Fresh Farms in Platteville, Colorado over a nine 
month period. They found chickens starving to 
death from lack of food and water. They found 
hens with deformed beaks, or beaks sealed shut 
with dried feces from having to eat food off the 
ground. This Certified Humane farm supplies eggs 
to Phoenix-based Sprouts. A video of the rescue of 
one of the hens, Annie, has to date had over 4.6 
million views at the Now This Facebook page. 

Activist Alexis Low with Annie after her recovery.
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